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welfare of popular education, which he be-
lieved to be thoroughly in concord with
his exalted ideals of American liberty.
From a material point of view he was
highly successful, as his medical practice
was very lucrative. He was a man of
strong and resolute character, noted for
the purity, integrity, and fearless up-
rightness of his life, and was possessed of
natural talents far beyond the ordinary.
It was in no selfish spirit that he dedi-

cated his powers to the service of human-. -
ity, and he received his reward in the high

respect and warm regard in which he was
ever held by those who knew him., He
died at Augusta on Dec. 23, 1899. A de-
voted husband, a loving, indulgent father,
and a strong, true man, he has left 2 mem-
ory and an influence that shall long en-
dure. Mrs. Randall is a lady of excep-
tional ability, of pleasing presence and
conversational powers, and inherits the

instinctive culture of her many genera--

tions of Puritan ancestry. She has a wide
circle of acquaintance, and her home is
the center of a refined hospitality.

JOHN CALVIN McCLURKIN.

THE great Mississippi valley, with its
broad prairies and rich lands, furnishes

splendid opportunities to the farmer and

stock-raiser, and Des Moines county is
an attractive district of this great region
for him who would win success in the
raising of stock or in the cultivation of
cereals. Mr. McClurkin is to-day a prom-
inent representative of the former depart-
ment of business, and has a valuable tract
of land in Yellow Springs township. He
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was born in Louisa county, Iowa, Aug.
29, 1846, his parents being Matthew and

'Eliza Ann (McClure) McClurkin, The

mother died in Louisa county when her

son . John was only six years old. The

father went to California during the gold
excitement on the Pacific Coast, making
his way to that far-off country in 1849,
but he died within a day and a half’s
travel of the mines, his remains being in-
terred there.

- After the death of his parents, John C.
McClurkin went to live with an uncle in
the paternal line, and remained with him
until he attained his majority. He was
educated in the district schools, was
reared to the occupation of farming, and

Has always followed that pursuit. He

came to Des Moines county about 1863,
when a young man of seventeen years of
age, and was here émployed as a farm
hand for some time, working persistently
and earnestly in order to acquire a sum
of money that would justify him in the
purchase of land. o
Mr. McClurkin enlisted in Company H,
Forty-fifth Iowa Infantry, at Morning
Sun, and was mustered into service at
Keokuk. They went down the Missis-
sippi River, and from thence to Corinth,
where they were stationed to ,do guard
duty at the railroad bridge over the river
at Moscow. He served with his regiment
until he received his honorable discharge
from service at Keokuk, the time of his
enlistment being for one hundred days.
About 1875 he bought a farm of T.
Reed, and he now owns two hundred and
forty acres of valuable land in Yellow
Springs and Washington townships,
eighty acres being in the former and one
hundred and sixty acres in the latter
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township. Hete he raises and feeds from
one to three car-loads of cattle each year,
and he also has upon his place about sev-
enty-five head of hogs of the Poland
China breed. He is an excellent judge

of stock, and is thus enabled to make

careful purchases and profitable sales.
He finds that the branch of business
which he has chosen as a life work gives
him ample opportunity for the exercise
of his business talents and industry.

March 11, 1880, Mr. McClurkin was
married to Miss Malvina Louisa Reed, a
daughter of David and Helena Jane
(Carithers) Reed, a native of Indiana.
Six children have been born of this
union: Anna Jane, David Roy, Mildred
Eliza, Leila. Myrtie, Lizzie Viola, and
John Calvin. Mr. McClurkin has spent
his entire life in Iowa, covering now a
period of almost sixty years. His atten-
tion and interests have been-concentrated
" upon agricultural pursuits,'and he is now
a prominent representative of stock-rais-
ing here.  His business methods will bear
the closest investigation and scrutiny,
and the extent of his operations have
made him prosperous:

WALTER G. STEINGREABER.

A VERY prominent resident of Des Moines
county, Iowa, and one who is numbered
among the most influential citizens of Ben-
ton township, is Walter G. Steingreaber,
who was born in Saxony, Germany, Dec.
27, 1844, the son of Charles and Henrietta
Steingreaber, both natives of Saxony. The
father of our subject was by trade a glazier,
an occupation ‘which he followed until com-

. years.
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ing to America, but after purchasing a farm
here he devoted himself exclusively to its
cultivation, and continued to reside upon it
until his death, which occurred-in 1889, in
the seventy-ninth year of his age; while the
mother died in 1893, aged eighty-three
Both were faithful members of the
Lutheran church, and the father, who ‘took
an active interest in political affairs as a
member of the Republican party, was very
successful in a material way, becoming one
of the notably prosperous and influential
men of his day in this section. The mortal
remains .of both were laid to rest on the
home farm, which is still owned by members
of the family. To them were born six chil-
dren, as fo‘llows:‘Charles, who died at the
age of thirty-six years; Agnes, Hetwig, and
Louise, also all deceased; and Walter G.
and William R., the latter of whom being
the only one born in America.

In November, 1850, our subject came to
America with his parents, landing at New
Orleans, whence they proceeded up the Mis-

-sissippi River to Burlington, and located
-on an eighty-acre farm purchased by the
. father in Burlington township, four miles
"north of Burlington, on the Irish Ridge

road. Here Mr. Steingreaber passed the
days of his youth as his father’s assistant in
the work of the farm, and meantime ac-

"quired a ‘good common-school education in

the district schools of his township, which

“he later supplemented by a complete course

of training in the Commercial College of
Burlington, thus evincing an unusual enthu-
siasm for the cause of education, and at the
same time acquiring exceptional preparation
for the business and duties of his later life.

On Dec. 27, 1871, Mr. Steingreaber was
united in marriage to Miss Rebecca Hunter,
daughter of William and Rebecca (Givens)
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whom are now living: Lucretia, married
Anderson Jarvis, resides in Kansas, and
has a large family of children; George
W., a farmer, near Martinsburg, married
Miss Emma Brockway, now deceased,
leaving one unnamed child, who died soon
after its mother. He married for his sec-
ond wife Miss Alice Miller, and they have
five children: Mary, Leonard, Myrl, Jes-
sie, and Anna; John, also a farmer in
Washington township, married Miss
Mary Bashford, and they are the parents
of six children: Martha, Nellie, Lena,
Clara, Acil, and Howard ; Millard, resides
on a farm in Washington township, mar-
ried Miss Clara Bozarth, and they have
two children, Ivy and Harry; Benjamin
F., died in infancy.
- Mr. Green’s second wife was Miss May
Jane Tatman, who was born in Mary-
land, and came to Perry county, Ohio,
when quite young, and who became the
mother cf two children, Mary and Mar-
tha, both of whom died in infancy. Mr.
Green was called upon to mourn the
death of his second wife, and in the course
of time, married for his third wife Mrs.
Arminda Brown, widow of David Brown,
Mrs. Brown had two children, Perley B.,
editor and proprietor of the Harlan Re-
publican, . resides in Harlan, Iowa, mar-
ried Miss Eva Dougherty, and they are
the parents of six children: Leah, Har-
oid, Edna, Bessie, David, and Margaret;
Mary married Frank O’Kell, a farmer in
Washington township,
daughter, Bertha.

By the marriage of Mr. Green and Mrs.
Brown, nine children have been born,

and " has one

seven of whom are living: James L., a
farmer, living in Washington township,
married Miss Rosa Stoner, and they have
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been blessed with two children, Joseph
and Zella ; Nellie, the wife of Frank Grow,
who lives in Nebraska; May, resides at
home; Grant, of Washington township,

married Miss Martha Helt, and by this
union four children have come to them:

‘Fern, Eveline, Donald, and Delbert; Fred-

erick and Hosea, both of whom died in
infancy; Martha F., the wife of David
McCahan, a farmer in Louisa county;
Blanche, married Albert Grow, a farmer
residing in Nebraska; Jessie, at home
with her parents. _

Mr. Green has witnessed many changes
of all kinds during his residence of over
forty-five years in Des Moines county.
What was timber-land fifty years ago, or
in many cases hills and hollows, are now
built up into cities and villages, which are
supplied with all the modern conveni-
ences which tend to lessen man’s labors.
Mr. Green is certainly a self-made man,
and though he has met difficulties and
obstacles in his path, he has overcome
these by determined purpose and resolute
will, steadily working his way upward,
and commanding the respect and admira-
tion of his fellow-men by reason of his
honorable life and unfaltering course.

ROBERT A. McELHINNEY.

AN esteemed and honored resident of
Washington township, Des Moines county,
is Robert A. McElhinney, who was born in
the city of Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 12, 1840.
His parents, Samuel and Ann (Elder) Mec-
Elhinney, were both born in Ireland, and
came to America in early pioneer times,
settling in Philadelphia, where Mr. McEl-
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hinney was engaged for a number of years

in the buying and selling of stock. In 1840
they came to Iowa, and located in Louisa
county, where they remained for a few years
and then removed to Des Moines county,
purchasing a farm in Yellow Springs town-
ship, upon which he was actively engaged
in farming and stock-raising till his death,
which occurred when he was seventy-three
years old. He was a member and elder in
the Reformed Presbyterian church. In pol-
itics he gave his vote and hearty support to
the Republican party. The devoted mother
of our subject died a few years before her
husband. They were the parents of eleven
children; six of whom are still living.

Robert McElhinney, subject of this re-
view, received his early education in the
common schools of Yellow Springs town-
ship and in the district schools of Louisa
county, Iowa. He assisted upon the home
farm till he was twenty-one years old, when
he moved to a farm of one hundred and
sixty-three and one-half acres on Section
12, given to him by his father, and which
is located in Washington township. Here
he has lived ever since, having made all of
the many improvements on the place, build-
ing a good and substantial building for a
residence, and other necessary outbuildings
for the protection of stock and grain.

He is a progressive and successful farmer
and stock-raiser, and has his farm well under
cultivation, using all modern machinery and
implements. Since coming to this township

he has seen a great many changes for the -

betterment of the county, and he certainly
deserves credit for always being ready and
willing to assist and do his full share in any
undertaking that would bring about a condi-
tion that would in any way tend to improve
the township.
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On Feb. 12, 1861, Mr. McElhinney was
twenty-one years of age, and celebrated
the day by being united in marriage to
Miss Margaret Jane McClurkin, who was
a daughter of Matthew McClurkin, who
settled in Louisa county at an early day, and
died on the road to California during the
gold excitement. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mc-
Elhinney ten children were born, eight of
whom are living: William J., a farmer of
Louisa county, Iowa, married Lizzie Cham-
bers, and they have one child, Willetta ;
Samuel F., a farmer residing in Washington
township, married Miss Mary Chambers,
and they are the parents of three children,
Elbern, Clyde, and Isabelle; Annie, wife of
Thomas Robb, a farmer of Yellow Springs
township, and the mother of one child,
Mary Margaret; Ella May, married J. M.
McCloy, a farmer of Colorado; Margaret,
at home ; Mathew, lives in Minnesota ; Rob-
ert W., at home ; Winnie L., a teacher in the
public schools in Yellow Springs township,
at home. All of their children were born
in Washington township, and two died
there.

The beloved wife and mother of this
large family passed away at the home place,
Feb. 25, 1899. She was a consistent member
of the Covenanter church, where her hus-
band still holds membership. Mr. McEIl-
hinney was reared in the Republican faith,
and in early manhood shared his father’s
political opinions, but never was an aspirant
for public office. He has lived a just and
helpful life, the position which he now holds
in the esteem of his fellow-citizens being the
result of faithfulness in every duty which
has become his as a resident of the com-
munity. We take great pleasure in being
able to place before the public the life his-
tory of so prominent a man.
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friend and a kind and loving husband and
father. .In 1888 he built a fine residence
upon his farm and in 1898 erected one of
~ the beautiful homes in Burlington, at 8og
North Seventh Street. He passed away
Sept. 30, 1904, and his death was deeply de-
plored in social and business circles, for he
was a man whom to know was to respect
and honor, and who through his sterling
traits of character had gained warm and
enduring friendships.

CONRAD BECK.

Conrap BECK, deceased, was a promi-
nent farmer and stock-raiser of Pleasant
Grove township, Des Moines county, and

achieved a success which was an indication
of superior businéss ability, executive force,

and unfaltering determination. He was
born Dec. 23, 1808, in Hesse-Darmstadt,
Germany, near Frankfort-on-the-Rhine.
When nineteen years of age he left home,
his father giving him his blessing, a prayer
book and the equivalent of a dollar in Ameri-
can money. Years afterward he repaid the
money by sending his father three hundred
dollars. After visiting France, Spain, and
Portugal, Mr. Beck decided to locate near
London, England, and for five years was in
- the employ of Lord Mangester as a gar-
dener. On the expiration of that period he
sailed for New York, believing that he would
have better business advantages in the New
World. He occupied a similiar position
with General Luce in Dutchess county, New
York, and in 1833 came to Iowa, settling
at Rome, near Fairfield, where he pur-
chased one hundred and sixty acres of land.
‘On his way to that place he stopped for a
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brief period at Burlington, and dug the first
cellar in that city, for which labor he was
paid ten dollars. Mr. Beck did not remain
long in the vicinity of Fairfield, but removed
to Pleasant Grove township, Des Moines
county, where he entered land from the gov-
ernment, to which he added from time to
time in later years. His first house was
built of logs and clapboards, and had a single
piece of glass for a window. He figured
that the house cost him in money a dollar
and twenty cents. In true pioneer style he
began life in this county, putting forth stren-
uous effort to overcome the difficulties and
obstacles under which all frontier settlers
labor, and as the years passed his work was
crowned with success. In 1849, however,
he was filled with the desire to go to the
famous newly discovered gold fields of Cali-
fornia, and in connection with Hon. Justice
Clark, each outfitted a big wagon with four
yoke of oxen. Mr. Beck took with him
sugar and other articles to trade with the
Indians for pelts, and also commodities that
he might sell to advantage. They proceeded
westward to Council Bluffs, up the Platte
River, and across the Rockies to San Fran-
cisco, where Mr. Beck sold his outfit. MTr.
Clark’s oxen had all died on the way, but
Mr. Beck was more careful with his teams
and lost none. )

After a sojourn of a year in the far
West, Mr. Beck returned by way of the

isthmus route. After leaving the California

port the vessel in which he sailed encoun-
tered a severe storm and was in great peril.
The food supply also became largely ex-
hausted, and they were on short rations
for fourteen days before reaching the
isthmus. Knowing that the ship’s offi-
were responsible for the want .of
provisions, the passengers decided that

cers



850

if cannibalism became necessary, as they
were afraid it might, they would eat the
officers first. Mr. Beck finally reached Iowa
by way of the Mississippi River, returning
home with fourteen hundred dollars in
gold. He then resumed farming and stock-
raising, and became one of the most pros-
perous men in his township, because of his
progressive methods, his untiring activity,
and his keen business discernment. He had
three thousand acres of land, and built
a stone residence in Pleasant Grove that was
one of the finest homes in the county. He
made his first purchases of land at govern-
ment prices or a little more, and for some
of his later investments he paid as high as
thirty-five dollars per acre. With the
growth and, settlement of the county the
land greatly increased in value, and he be-
came one of the prosperous agriculturists
of this part of the -State.

In 1842, in the town of Burlington, Mr.
Beck was married to Miss Elizabeth Grote,
of Dodgeville, Iowa, who was borm at
Krois Minden, Germany, Dec. 21, 182I,
and died June 19,°1895, at Morning Sun,
Towa. Her parents were John D. and Anna
Grote. Her father was born, Aug. 19, 1790,
. and his wife’s birth occurred in 1788, while

her death occurred Sept 13, 1855. They
came to America in 1840, settling in Iowa,
. where Mr. Grote carried on agricultural
pursuits until his death, which occurred
May 17, 1868. The children of Mr. and
Mrs. Beck are nine in number: Mary, died
August, 1904, the widow of David Schenck,
of Memphis, Mo.; Sarah; William, who
married Ella Berryhill, and lives in Morn-
ing Sun, Iowa; Caroline, the wife of Hon.
F. N. Smith, of Burlington ; Henry H., who
married Fanny Vele, of Breckenridge,
Texas; Cassie A., the wife of Hon. E. L.
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McClurken, of Morning Sun, Iowa; Senna,
the wife of Joseph F. Swallow, of Burling-
ton; Elizabeth, the wife of O. B. Jamison,
of Newport, Iowa; and Emma Louise, who
married J. F. Barr, of Burlington.

In his political views Mr. Beck was a
Democrat, and in religious faith was con-
nected with the German Methodist church
at Pleasant Grove. In 1875, he retired from
the farm and took up his home at Morning
Sun, where his death occurred Oct. 13,
1895. He was a strictly temperate man,
never using intoxicants of any kind, nor
tobacco. . He was noted for his industry
and frugality, his honest dealing and his
reliability. Indolence. and idleness were
utterly abhorent to his nature, and he put
forth earnest effoit to provide for his fam-
ily and secure a competency. He stood four
square to every wind that blew, was a man -
of honest convictions, and never faltered in
support of a course which he believed to be
right. During the last sixteen years of his
life he was blind. His wife passed away a
few months before his demise, and it was
his fondly expressed desire that he, too,
might go and thus join her. As a frontier
settler of Eastern Iowa, he took an active
and helpful part in its early development
and progress, and is now numbered among
the honored pioneers of the State.

TOPHEL FISCHER.

ONE of the most progressive farmers and
substantial citizens of Huron township,
where he is following his occupation with
much success, is Tophel Fischer, who is one
of the later comers to the county. Mr.
Fischer was born at Roanoke, IIL., in April,
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